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Message from the Office

I's hard to believe that we are approaching the Winter Break and the
end of 2024. We look forward to many engaging activities with
scholars as we approach the end of December. Our grade 5 scholars
initiated a Winter Food Drive to support the Markham Food Bank.
Giving back to the community builds a social justice lens for all of us.

The Aldergrove tradition, the Gingerbread House Workshop,
happened last week. It was an excellent opportunity for school and
home to come together and share in a fun experience. Making
gingerbread houses, playing bingo, eating delicious food, and even
listening to a performance by our concert band were some of the
highlights.

To our families celebrating Christmas, Chanukah and Kwanzaa this
year, we wish you a blessed celebration. We are grateful for the
generosity from the community on so many levels. Thank you for your
continued partnership in supporting our scholars to achieve their
fullest potential.

Ms. Jessa
Principal

Mr. Pamayah
Vice Principal

Resources for Families

Guide to the School Year

Centre for Black Excellence

Triple P Positive Parenting Seminars

Student Mental Health and Addiction Newsletter

School Schedule

8:15am - staff on duty outside
8:25am - entry bell

8:30 am - learning block

10:10 am - 10:40 am recess
10:40 am -12:20 - learning block

Safe Arrivals: Please be on
time for school. If your child
is late or will be absent,
please inform the school

12:20 pm - 1:20 pm lunch office or use EDSBY to
1:20 pm - 3:00 pm learning block share this information.
3:00 pm - dismissal




Elementary School Dental Screening Program

York Region Public Health has resumed the dental screening program in schools.
Public health staff will begin visiting Aldergrove on January 13 and 14 2025.
A letter will be distributed to families closer to the time of screening.

Cold Weather is Here!

This is a reminder that all scholars are expected to go outside for recess. Please ensure that your
child/ren are dressed appropriately for winter weather. A change of clothes would be helpful for
primary children should they get wet during the day. Please make sure all clothing items are labeled
with your child’s name. Our “Lost and Found” bin gets filled up quickly and belongings often go
unclaimed. Please make sure your child has a pair of indoor shoes for school.

Students and families should use extra caution on icy and snow-covered pathways and parking
lots. To limit your exposure to foot injury hazards and potential slip and fall injuries:
e \When getting in and out of a vehicle, always keep at least one hand on the handle or grab
bar so you can catch yourself if you start to slip.
e Scan your pathway for obstructions or slippery conditions
Use extra caution of icy and snow-covered pathways. Don’t hurry when conditions are likely
to be slippery.
Take short steps instead of longer strides.
Point your feet outward (penguin style).
Make wide turns rather than sharp turns.
Do not carry parcels that will obstruct your vision.
Go around areas that are marked, cordoned off or appear to be dangerous. Do not take
shortcuts over snow piles. Always use cleared pathways.
e Keep one hand free so that you can use handrails on stairs including wooden portable stairs.
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Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is open everyday at 8 AM in the staffroom. Please have your children enter through
the front door and follow the signs to the staffroom. All scholars are welcome to attend.

Note: Breakfast Club opens at 8AM sharp. Early drop off is not available.

Aldergrove Lunch Programs

Aldergrove is providing following lunch
programs:

Tuesday: Pizza Lunch until January 28.
Wednesday: Sushi Lunch until January 29.
Thursday: Sub Lunch until January 30.
Friday: Lunch Lady. Please Order Here.

Thank you for your support. Funds raised support subsidizing field trips, Scientists in the School
workshops, Author visits and much more! New orders will start in February for the start of Term 2.
You will see this appear on School Cash Online before the winter break.

Bus Loop Safety

Drivers must not park and leave their vehicle in the “Kiss-and-Ride” or NO
Bus Loop as it can be unsafe for arrival and dismissal. The Staff ® PARKING

Parking Lot is closed and should not be used.

> Immediately drop off/pick up passengers FIRE_ ROUTE

> NO sitting and waiting for your child ®

> NO leaving your vehicle

> This sign overrides any ‘kiss and rides’ or any instruction from non-city lﬂ:%%:ﬁ%’?i
officials )

> Please drive slowly as you enter the school. Safety is a priority.




YRDSB Family Dashboard

YRDSB is excited to launch our new Family Dashboard. The dashboard will give you secure
one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to
make it easier for families to engage with their child’s education. In this first phase, the dashboard
will include secure access to report cards when they are distributed and links to useful information
for parents/guardians.

Important notes before setting up your account:

e If you wish to use a different email, please contact the school to update your email on file
before creating your account. YRDSB email addresses (@yrdsb.ca, @gapps.yrdsb.ca) will
not be accepted.

e Each account must have a unique email address, if you have a shared family address that is
being used by more than one contact, you will only be able to set up one account. If you
would like to set up individual accounts for access, one of the contacts will need to contact
the school and update their email address on file with the school.

e As long as your email on file is the same for all your children, when you sign in to the Family
Dashboard, you should see all of your children.

e Passwords are required to be a minimum of eight characters and a maximum of 256
characters. Requires three out of four of the following types of characters: lowercase
characters; uppercase characters, numbers (0-9); symbols..

e Display Name refers to the parent/guardian who is creating the account. This does not have
to match the name in our system.

e If you are not sure of your child’s student number, it is your child’s student login for Google
Classroom.

e You only need information for one student to create your account. Once created, as long as
your email on file is the same for all your children, when you sign in to the Family
Dashboard, you should see all of your children.

e Once you have set up your account, you can access the dashboard using family.yrdsb.ca
or under Family Resources, which can be found on the homepage from the Board website or
school websites.

e If you forget your password — from the login screen, select the forgot password in order to
create a new password.

Setting up your account

e Visit family.yrdsb.ca to set up your account.

e Click “No account? Create one” under the email.

e Enter this email address into the email field and click the Next Button.

e Check your email, you will receive an email with a one-time code that expires within 30
minutes in order to confirm your identity.

Return to the account creation screen and enter this code.

e Once your email has been validated you will be asked to create a password, enter a Display
Name (parent/guardian name) and enter the following information about your child or one of
your children for further verification:

o Student Number
o Student Birthdate
o Student Home Address Postal Code

Accessing Support
More information, instructions and frequently asked questions are available on the Board website
Family Dashboard Help Page. A translation tool is available on the Board website that will translate




this information into over 80 languages.
A call centre is also available to support you with setting up your account. The call centre will be
available:
e November 19, 21st — from 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Contact:
e Newmarket and Northern York Region: 289-340-0036
e GTA/Toronto: 647-749-4324
For additional support, you can also email: FamilyDashboardHelp@yrdsb.ca

Alectra Electricity Presentations

All Aldergrove students were able to participate in Alectra’s
Electricity Safety & Conservation (ES&C) program. Students were
excited to take part in the presentation that included curriculum
connections and experiments.

Scientists in the School

be welcoming “Scientists in the School” to work with some of our Primary, Junior

and Intermediate classes. This is an exciting opportunity for scholars to participate

in a day of being a scientist and engage in real-world experiences that spark &°
curiosity and nurture their inquisitive young minds. This program has been In s
subsidized for all the scholars through the fundraising efforts this year.

Scientists in the School are here at Aldergrove! Over the next few months, we will JG b

Gingerbread Workshop

It was so exciting to continue the Aldergrove tradition of Gingerbread House making. We were able
to distribute over 225 gingerbread house kits. Seeing community ‘building’ together, enjoying the
festive offerings and getting to know each other was joyous and heartwarming.




Message from Our Trustee
December 2024

As we approach the winter break, | am happy to share a few updates from the Board of Trustees
and to wish you all the very best for the approaching break and holiday season.

Multi-Year Strategic Plan

In October, we launched our new Multi-Year Strategic Plan: Building Unity, Achieving Excellence.
The plan sets out three priorities that will guide our direction and decision-making as a school
board: student achievement, health and well-being, and human rights and inclusive education. It
was developed by the Board of Trustees based on feedback received from the community, and we
are grateful to everyone who shared their input. It was important to Trustees to ensure that this is a
plan that serves the needs of our students and community. | invite you to_learn more about this

plan.

Family Engagement

Earlier in the fall, we hosted a series of school council forums, bringing together school council
representatives for an evening of shared learning and discussion. It was a wonderful opportunity to
recognize the important role school councils play in our system and to connect with families. Thank
you to all of the family members who are supporting the work of our school councils, volunteering in
schools, attending events and meetings, sharing information and getting involved in any way to
support and strengthen our schools and school communities.

Some families have asked for tips on encouraging their children to share more information about
their school day. Here are_some tips that | hope you find helpful.

As part of our ongoing commitment to working in partnership with families to support your child’s
education, we also recently introduced the Family Dashboard. The dashboard will offer you secure,
one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. If you have not
yet signed up, you can find more_information on the Board website.

Happy Holiday Season and Winter Break

For many in our community, this time of year includes significant dates and celebrations. For those
who are celebrating, | wish you a happy and joyous celebration. It is also a valuable time to connect
with family and friends, as well as to rest and recharge. | wish you all a safe and enjoyable winter
break and we look forward to welcoming you back in January.

Jenny Chen, Trustee, Markham Wards 1 and 8




French Immersion Information Night & Registration Process for 2025/2026

French Immersion (FI) registration will begin January 17, 2025, and as such, we wanted to take this
opportunity to share updated information. FI Information Night will take place on January 16, 2025,
at 7 p.m. Please visit the FSL page for more information about the information night and FlI
registration. You can also access a Fl newsletter insert to share with all Year 2 Kindergarten
families. More information about registration will be available in January.




December 2024 - January 2025

@ ¥ The Breakfast Program is [@]g=\| every day from 8:00 - 8:25 am
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
CAPC 9:30-11:30 CAPC 9:30-11:30 Walk to Sch%)I Wednesday CAPC 9:30-11:30 Lunch Lady
. Pizza Day Sushi Day<&' Sub Day &7 i ]
Food Drive Ends International Migrants Day g Pajama Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Winter Break Christmas (Western) | Boxing Day Chanukah Chanukah
Chanukah Chanukah Kwanzaa Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa Kwanzaa
29 30 31 January 1 2 3 4
New Years Day
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Birthday of | Day 1 Christmas(Eastern) | Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
G_uru G_oblnd School Resumes Day 2 Walk to School Wednesday | syb Day &/ Lunch Lady
Singh Ji Pizza Day €, Sushi Day<&'
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 PA Day
CAPC 9:30-11:30 CAPC 9:30-11:30 Walk to School Wednesday | CAPC 9:30-11:30 No School
Pizza Day Sushi Dayw’ Sub Day &7

€. Phone: (905) 470-2227

Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca

@ Twitter: @aldergroveps
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We are proud to be serving

*Aldergrove ps*
starting from 18th Oct.

o y Delivery day: Friday
G.
| |
|

.' Y Cut-offs day: Thursday 8:00am
] '..
"ot

LI,
T
o,

R
L
'l:: n
L N . ‘
)
Ready to place your first order?
Visit order.thelunchlady.ca to get started!

Special Food needs? Reduce single use plastics. Sick child?
Make sure to email us Bring your own cutlery It happens. Email us before 8am
bafore you order. from homie. to receive a credit

Contact :Polly

Email :polly@thelunchlady.ca
Phone:905-947-9393
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Community Action Program for Children

YORK REGION

ommunity Action Program for Children- Markham

Virtual & In-Person Programs
Families with Children Ages 0-6 Years of Age

DECEMBER 2024

NO PROGRAMS DECEMBER 23-31@

Tuesda

Wednesda

Learn and Play_ Learn and Play_ Little Chef
9:30-11:30 AM 9:30-11:30 AM 9:30-11:30 AM
Aldergrove Public School Aldergrove Public School Aldergrove Public School
Birth-6 years Birth-6 years Birth-6 years
unregistered unregistered unregistered

Indoor Programs

Winter Wonderland
9:30-11:00 AM
Denison Park
Birth-6 years
unregistered
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" #Circletime #Storytelling
E 12:30PM 12:30PM

Eﬂ Facebook Live Facebook Live

o Birth-6 years Birth-6 years

a unregistered unregistered
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Program Descriptions

Special Event: Thursday December 20th, Join us for the last day before winter break for a special Christmas PJ Party for children aged 0 to 6 years! Wear your coziest
pajamas and enjoy a festive morning filled with fun crafts, creative art activities, and delicious holiday-themed snacks.

Learn and Play - This indoor program follows a developmental approach aimed at fostering the cognitive, emotional, social, and physical growth of children from birth to
six years old through interactive and enjoyable activities. The focus is to provide learning through free play and build positive relationship amongst families.

Little Chef: Join us every Thursday for our Little Chef Drop-In Program, designed for children aged 0 to 6 years and their families! This fun-filled session invites young chefs
to explore cooking through hands-on activities and creative culinary projects. Parents and caregivers can enjoy quality bonding time while kids develop essential skills,
learn about healthy eating, and make new friends in a supportive environment

#5Storytelling - Snuggle up in a cozy spot at home and get ready to relax and enjoy a story.

Winter Wonderland- Join us for the Winter Wonderland at Denison Park, designed for children aged 0 to 6 years! Enjoy festive activities like snow-themed crafts,
storytelling, and winter magic walk. Bundle up and create joyful memories together in this enchanting outdoor experience!

#Circletime- Join us live on Facebook for a lively, interactive session designed to engage young minds in the joy of music and storytelling. Through age-appropriate songs
and stories, children explore language development, coordination, and social interaction in a fun, stimulating environment.

Join our private Facebook group for virtual programs, by visiting:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/markhamcapc
Bl S Canncn ot . _ f
s ol ll For more information or to determine eligibility for free transportation to a program:
e Melanie Whittington, Project Facilitator. Mobile: (905) 806-1895 or Email: capcyorkregion@yorkchild.ca
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Community Action Program for Children

YORK REGION

ommunity Action Program for Children- Markham

Virtual & In-Person Programs
Families with Children Ages 0-6 Years of Age

JANUARY 2025

No Programs January 1-10 @

Wednesda

Tuesda

Rhymes and Storytelling
9:30-11:30 AM
Aldergrove Public School
Birth-6 years
unregistered

Indoor Programs

Learn and Play_
9:30-11:30 AM
Aldergrove Public School
Birth-6 years
unregistered

Learn and play
9:30-11:30 AM
Aldergrove Public School
Birth-6 years
unregistered
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Winter Wonderland

9:30-11:00 AM
Denison Park
Birth-6 years
unregistered

Virtual Programs

#Circletime
12:30PM
Facebook Live
Birth-6 years
unregistered

#Storytelling
12:30PM
Facebook Live
Birth-6 years
unregistered

Program Descriptions

Rhymes and storytelling: Join us for Rhymes and Storytelling, a joyful gathering for children ages 0 to 6, where little ones can play, explore, and build social skills! This
enchanting program features rhymes and captivating tales that brighten each child's day. Through engaging stories and playful rhymes, children will laugh, learn, and
express themselves, watching their imaginations come to life in delightful ways!

Learn and Play: This indoor program follows a developmental approach aimed at fostering the cognitive, emotional, social, and physical growth of children from birth to
six years old through interactive and enjoyable activities. The focus is to provide learning through free play and build positive relationship amongst families.

#Storytelling - Snuggle up in a cozy spot at home and get ready to relax and enjoy a story.

Winter Wonderland- Join us for the Winter Wonderland at Denison Park, designed for children aged 0 to 6 years! Enjoy festive activities like snow-themed crafts,

storytelling, and winter magic walk. Bundle up and create joyful memories together in this enchanting outdoor experience!

#Circletime- Join us live on Facebook for a lively, interactive session designed to engage young minds in the joy of music and storytelling. Through age-appropriate songs

and stories, children explore language development, coordination, and social interaction in a fun, stimulating environment.

I * Public Health
Agency of Canada

Agence de la santé
publique du Canada

Join our private Facebook group for virtual programs, by visiting:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/markhamcapc

For more information or to determine eligibility for free transportation to a program:
Melanie Whittington, Project Facilitator. Mobile: (3905) 806-1895 or Email: capcyorkregion@yorkchild.ca
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WHERE ¢
Chowhall?

DECEMBER 9-17, 2024

\

CAN YOU FIND SNOWBALL?

Look for Snowball the polar bearon_

your walk to school this December!

Take a selfie together with Snowball

and send it to activeschooltravel@yrdsb.ca T.’:‘{
for the chance to.win a prize!

CMFM ‘-?2;:1 York Region




As we get ready to embrace the winter months we wanted to remind students and families about
dressing warm, staying hydrated, and giving yourself extra time to travel. Winter walking can feel
overwhelming, but it doesn’t have to be. Below are some important dressing tips and winter walking
tips to consider when traveling actively to school. Take some time to review these tips with your child
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www_ontaricactiveschooltravel.ca

Winter Walking Tips

Bend knees slightly and keep them loose to give more balance
Walk flat footed so more of your foot is touching the ground
Point your feet out slightly like a penguin

Watch where you are stepping

Take shorter, shuffle-like steps

Keep your arms at your sides (not in your pockets!)
Concentrate on keeping your balance

Very important...walk slowly!

Source of tip above: Do the Penguin Walk and YR Winter Safety Tips
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